CMHA Receives 759K HUD Grant for Supported Housing Program

Community Mental Health Affiliates, Inc., (CMHA) has received a $759,701 grant from the Department of Housing and Urban Development for its new supported housing program. 

“We are very excited about this award,” said CMHA Executive Director Dr. Mark Muradian. “This grant was clearly the result of our strong collaboration with other area agencies including the Friendship Services Center of New Britain, the Prudence Crandall Center and the Salvation Army,” Dr. Muradian added. The Friendship Service Center received $670,632 in HUD funds it plans to use for its supported housing project at 85 Arch Street. 
The two grants were part of more than $1.4 billion in HUD funding awarded nationally and announced earlier this week by HUD Secretary Alphonso Jackson to help reduce the number of homeless families and individuals. Miniard Culpepper, acting HUD regional director spoke about the awards Thursday at a news conference in New Britain. 

The HUD funds awarded to CMHA will be used to lease 12 apartments throughout New Britain for clients who are homeless and struggling with mental health and/or substance abuse issues.  

“Affordable housing is one of the basis needs of the community,” Dr. Muradian said. “How can we truly help someone’s recovery if they don’t have stable housing,” he added. 

CNHA plans to lease seven one-bedroom, three two-bedroom, and two three-bedrooms apartments for homeless individuals with mental health and/or substance abuse issues.  In addition, the grant provides for the individuals and families to receive a variety of clinical and case management services. The award covers a three-year period. 
“We appreciate the flexibility of this award which allows us to serve both homeless adults and families with a variety of needs,” said Dr. Muradian. 
